A Savior In A Manger

Luke 2:4-7

4. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David.

5. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him
and was expecting a child.

6. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,

7. and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in @ manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

I. The manger shows the MEEKNESS of Jesus!

Galatians 4:4 - But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman.

I Corinthians 6:9-11

9. Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders

10. nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will
inherit the kingdom of God.

11. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.

James 2:5, "God has chosen the poor of the world to be rich in faith and heirs
of the kingdom"

Ephesians 2:11-13

11. Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and
called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that
done in the body by the hands of men)--

12. remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world.

13. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought
near through the blood of Christ.



II. The manger shows the MISSION of Jesus!

Micah 5:2 - “"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”

1. It was the birth place of King David!

2 Samuel 7:12-16 (ESV)

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will
establish his kingdom.

13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever.

14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons
of men,

15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I put away from before you.

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.
Your throne shall be established forever.” ”

2. Bethlehem Ephrathah literally means “City of Bread & Fruitful”!
A. The Bread of God

John 6:33 - For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.”

B. The Bread of life

John 6:35 - Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

John 6:48 - I am the bread of life.

C. The Living Bread



3

John 6:51 - I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats
this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life
of the world.”

John 15:4-8 (NKJV)

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

5 %I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered;
and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire,
and it shall be done for you.

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My
disciples.

Mark 14:22-26

22. While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body."

23. Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all
drank from it. 24. "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many," he said to them.

25. "I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God."

3. Bethlehem was known as the city where spotless pure lambs were
birthed to be sacrificed for the sins of people!

Luke 2:8-12

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night.

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.

10 But the angel said to them, “"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people.

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.

12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying
in @ manger.”
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Matthew 6:33 - But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.

IT Peter 1:3 - His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness.

Philippians 4:19 - "My God will meet all your needs according to His glorious
riches in Christ Jesus."

John 15:16- You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you
ask in my name.

Heb. 2:18 - Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to
help those who are being tempted.

Heb. 4:15-16

15. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are--yet was without sin.

16. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.



